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Ante Communion Service for October 25, 2020       Reformation Day 
 

Hymn   A Mighty Fortress is our God      Choir of King's College, Cambridge 
 

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing; 
our helper he, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe does seek to work us woe; 
his craft and power are great, and armed with cruel hate, on earth is not his equal. 
 

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing, 
were not the right Man on our side, the Man of God's own choosing. 
You ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is he; 
Lord Sabaoth his name, from age to age the same; and he must win the battle. 
 

And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us, 
we will not fear, for God has willed his truth to triumph through us. 
The prince of darkness grim, we tremble not for him; 
his rage we can endure, for lo! his doom is sure; one little word shall fell him. 
 

That Word above all earthly powers no thanks to them abideth; 
the Spirit and the gifts are ours through him who with us sideth. 
Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also; 
the body they may kill: God's truth abideth still; his kingdom is forever!  

 

Celebrant Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, the fountain of living water,  

the rock who gave birth, our light and our salvation.  Amen. 
 

Celebrant Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hid:  
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

A moment of silence for self-reflection 
 

Celebrant Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

People Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors  
as ourselves. We are truly sorry, and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your name.  Amen. 

 

Celebrant Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit+.  Amen. 

 

Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

People  And also with you. 
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.                    Lord, have mercy.   
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.    Lord, have mercy.   
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all,  
let us pray to the Lord.                   Lord, have mercy.   
For our holy house, and for all who offer their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
                 Lord, have mercy.   
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.                     Amen. 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.  
Worthy is Christ the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.  
Power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and blessing, and glory are his.  
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.  
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:  
Blessing, and honor, and glory, and might, be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.  
This is the feast of victory for our God. For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.  
Alleluia. Alleluia.  
 

Celebrant   Let us pray:   Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and 
charity; and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

First Reading  Acts 10:6-16 
The next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the housetop 
about the sixth hour to pray.  And he became hungry and wanted something to eat, but while they were 
preparing it, he fell into a trance and saw the heavens opened and something like a great sheet 
descending, being let down by its four corners upon the earth. In it were all kinds of animals and reptiles 
and birds of the air.  And there came a voice to him: “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” But Peter said, “By no 
means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is common or unclean.”  And the voice came to him 
again a second time, “What God has made clean, do not call common.”  This happened three times, and 
the thing was taken up at once to heaven. 
 

The Word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 46 
God is our refuge and strength, 
    an ever-present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way 
    and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 
though its waters roar and foam 
    and the mountains quake with their surging. 
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
    the holy place where the Most High dwells. 
God is within her, she will not fall; 
    God will help her at break of day. 
Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; 
    he lifts his voice, the earth melts. 
The Lord Almighty is with us; 
    the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
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Come and see what the Lord has done, 
    the desolations he has brought on the earth. 
He makes wars cease 
    to the ends of the earth. 
He breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 
    he burns the shields[d] with fire. 
He says, “Be still, and know that I am God; 
    I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.” 
The Lord Almighty is with us; 
    the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. World without end. Amen. 
 

Second Reading  Romans 3:21-28  
But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law and the 
Prophets testify. This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no 
difference between Jew and Gentile, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are 
justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented Christ as a 
sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to 
demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand 
unpunished— he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and the one 
who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. Because of what law? 
The law that requires works? No, because of the law that requires faith. For we maintain that a person is 
justified by faith apart from the works of the law. 
 

The Word of the Lord.        Thanks be to God.  
 

Gospel   John 15:1-12 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.   Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no 
fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. You are 
already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch 
can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from 
me you can do nothing. If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; 
such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and my words remain 
in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much 
fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now 
remain in my love. If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may 
be complete. My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.       Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Sermon 
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Hymn  The Church’s One Foundation  Choir Of Trinity College Cambridge  
   

The church's one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord;  
she is his new creation by water and the Word: 
from heav'n he came and sought her to be his holy bride;  
with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died. 
 

Elect from ev'ry nation, yet one o'er all the earth,  
her charter of salvation one Lord, one faith, one birth; 
one holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food,  
and to one hope she presses, with ev'ry grace endued. 
 

'Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war,  
she waits the consummation of peace forevermore; 
till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest,  
and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest. 
 

Yet she on earth hath union with the God the Three in One, 
and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won: 
O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we,  
like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with thee. 

   

Nicene Creed   Said by all.  

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten not made, of one being with the Father.  
Through Him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit,  
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come  
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father  
and the Son. With the Father and the Son, he is worshipped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

Celebrant With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church,  
those in need, and all of God’s creation.  In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 
For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
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For the peace and unity of the world; 
That a spirit of respect may grow among nations and peoples.  
 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

For all bishops and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
 

For all who love God and trust in Christ, that divisions may cease; 
And that all may be one as you and the Father are one.   
 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick the friendless, and the needy. 
 

For wisdom in this time of pandemic; 
That our actions may protect the health of ourselves and others.  
 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
Silence. The People may add their own petitions. 
Hear us, Lord;       For your mercy is great. 
 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.   Silence.  
We will exalt you, O God our King;    And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
Silence.   Lord, let your loving kindness be upon them. Who put their trust in you. 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.     Amen. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we pray together:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

We pray together for Christ’s presence: 
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the bread and wine.  
I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen. 
 

Celebrant:  While we long to receive the sacrament of Christ's Body, 
People:       We become the sacrament of Christ's Body. 
Celebrant:  Let your lives be manna to feed our hunger for communion. 
People:       The love we share becomes bread for the world. 
 

Blessing and Dismissal 

The Lord Bless You and Keep You [Lutkin], Octarium 


