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Ante Communion Service: Earth Day 2021 
 
Hymn   All Things Bright and Beautiful   Choir of St. Paul’s Cathedral 
 

Refrain:  All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, 
all things wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all. 
 

1 Each little flow'r that opens, each little bird that sings, 
he made their glowing colors, he made their tiny wings. [Refrain] 
 

2 The purple-headed mountain, the river running by, 
the sunset and the morning that brightens up the sky. [Refrain] 
 

3 The cold wind in the winter, the pleasant summer sun, 
the ripe fruits in the garden, he made them every one. [Refrain] 
 

4 He gave us eyes to see them, and lips that we might tell 
how great is God Almighty, who has made all things well. [Refrain] 

  

Celebrant Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave birth, 
our light and our salvation.  Amen. 

 

Celebrant Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom  
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

A moment of silence for self-reflection 
 

Celebrant Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
People Gracious God, have mercy on us.   

We confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved  
our neighbors as ourselves; we have not loved all Creation with the love of the Creator. 
We are truly sorry, and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways  
to the glory of your name.  Amen. 

 

Celebrant Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

People  And also with you. 
 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.                    Lord, have mercy.   
For the peace of the Creator, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy.   
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all,  
let us pray to the Lord.                   Lord, have mercy.   
For our holy house, and for all who offer their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
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                 Lord, have mercy.   
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.                     Amen. 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.  
Worthy is Christ the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.  
Power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and blessing, and glory are his.  
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:  
Blessing, and honor, and glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.  
This is the feast of victory for our God. For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.  
Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Let us pray:  Creator God, who has filled the world with beauty: Open our eyes to behold your gracious 
hand in all your works; that, rejoicing in your whole creation, we may learn to serve you with gladness; 
for the sake of him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

First Reading   Genesis 1:1-25 
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and 
empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 
And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. God saw that the light was good, and he separated 
the light from the darkness. God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was 
evening, and there was morning—the first day. 
And God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters to separate water from water.” So God made the 
vault and separated the water under the vault from the water above it. And it was so. God called the vault 
“sky.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the second day. 
And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear.” And it 
was so. God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered waters he called “seas.” And God saw that it 
was good. 
Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit 
with seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it was so. The land produced vegetation: plants 
bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And 
God saw that it was good. And there was evening, and there was morning—the third day. 
And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them 
serve as signs to mark sacred times, and days and years, and let them be lights in the vault of the sky to 
give light on the earth.” And it was so. God made two great lights—the greater light to govern the day and 
the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars. God set them in the vault of the sky to give 
light on the earth, to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that 
it was good. And there was evening, and there was morning—the fourth day. 
And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the vault 
of the sky.” So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living thing with which the water 
teems and that moves about in it, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its 
kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in number and 
fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.” And there was evening, and there was 
morning—the fifth day. 
And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: the livestock, the creatures 
that move along the ground, and the wild animals, each according to its kind.” And it was so. God made 
the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that 
move along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 



3 
 

 

The Word of the Lord.        Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 33:1-9    
 

Sing joyfully to the Lord, you righteous; 
    it is fitting for the upright to praise him. 
Praise the Lord with the harp; 
    make music to him on the ten-stringed lyre. 
Sing to him a new song; 
    play skillfully, and shout for joy. 
For the word of the Lord is right and true; 
    he is faithful in all he does. 
The Lord loves righteousness and justice; 
    the earth is full of his unfailing love. 
By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, 
    their starry host by the breath of his mouth. 
He gathers the waters of the sea into jars; 
    he puts the deep into storehouses. 
Let all the earth fear the Lord; 
    let all the people of the world revere him. 
For he spoke, and it came to be; 
    he commanded, and it stood firm. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  
    As it was in the beginning, is now, and every shall be. World without end. Amen. 
 

Second Reading  Romans 1:18-23 
 

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of people, 
who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is plain to them, 
because God has made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities— 
his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been 
made, so that people are without excuse. 
For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking 
became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.  Although they claimed to be wise,  
they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a mortal 
human being and birds and animals and reptiles. 
 

The Word of the Lord.        Thanks be to God.  
 

Gospel    John 1:1-14 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in 
the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In 
him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it. 
There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that 
light, so that through him all might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the 
light. 
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The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He was in the world, and though the 
world was made through him, the world did not recognize him.  He came to that which was his own, but 
his own did not receive him.  Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave 
the right to become children of God— children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a 
husband’s will, but born of God. 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and 
only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.       Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 

Hymn   Here I Am Lord       GYC Choir 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry.  
All who dwell in dark and sin, my hand will save. 
I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright.  
Who will bear My light to them, whom shall I send, 
 

Here I am Lord, is it I Lord, I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 
 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have born my people’s pain.  
I have wept for love of them, they turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak My word to them, whom shall I send. 
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.  
I will set a feast for them, my hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide, till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them, whom shall I send 
 

Here I am Lord, it is I Lord, I have heard You calling in the night. 
I will go Lord, if You lead me. I will hold Your people in my heart. 

 

Nicene Creed   Said by all. 
  

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  
Through Him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit,  
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come  
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father  
and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the prophets.  
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 
  

Celebrant With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church,  
those in need, and all of God’s creation.  In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 
For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

For the peace and unity of the world; 
That a spirit of respect may grow among nations and peoples.  
 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

For all bishops and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
 

For all who love and trust in God, that divisions may cease; 
And that all may be one, as you and the Father are one.   
 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

For wisdom in this time of pandemic; 
That our actions may protect the health of ourselves and others.  
 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
Silence. The People may add their own petitions. 
Hear us, Lord;        
For your mercy is great. 
 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.   Silence.  
We will exalt you, O God our King;     
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
Silence.   Lord, let your loving kindness be upon them.  
May they rest in your peace and love eternally. 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.      
Amen. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we pray together:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
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And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

We pray together for Christ’s presence: 
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the bread and wine.  
I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. 
Amen. 
 

Celebrant:  While we long to receive the sacrament of Christ's Body, 
People:       We become the sacrament of Christ's Body. 
Celebrant:  Let your lives be manna to feed our hunger for communion. 
People:       The love we share becomes bread for the world. 
 

Blessing  
 

May Christ, the Son of God, keep us awake to the joy of God’s Creation, and increase in us the care we 
take of our precious earth and sky and sea; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be in you, among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn        All Creatures of Our God and King   Choir of King’s College  
 

All creatures of our God and King, lift up your voice and with us sing, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Thou burning sun with golden beam, thou silver moon with softer gleam: 
 

Refrain: 
O praise him, O praise him. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

Thou rushing wind that art so strong, ye clouds that sail in heaven along, O praise him! Alleluia! 
Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice, ye lights of evening, find a voice: [Refrain] 
 

Thou flowing water, pure and clear, make music for thy Lord to hear, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Thou fire so masterful and bright, that givest man both warmth and light: [Refrain] 
  

Dear mother earth, who day by day, unfoldest blessings on our way, O praise him, Alleluia! 
The flowers and fruits that in thee grow, let them his glory also show: [Refrain] 
 

Let all things their Creator bless, and worship him in humbleness, O praise him! Alleluia! 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, and praise the Spirit, three in One: [Refrain] 
 

Dismissal 
 

The Lord Bless You and Keep You  [Lutkin]      Acapeldridge 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord lift his countenance upon you and give you peace.  

The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

Amen…. 


