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Ante Communion Service: Third Sunday of Easter 2021 
 
Hymn   Thine Be the Glory    King’s College Cambridge Haendel 
 

Thine be the glory, risen, conqu'ring Son,  
endless is the vict'ry thou o'er death hast won; 
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,  
kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay. 
 

Refrain: 
Thine be the glory, risen, conqu'ring Son,  
endless is the vict'ry thou o'er death hast won. 
 

Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;  
lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom. 
Let the Church with gladness hymns of triumph sing,  
her Lord now liveth; death hath lost its sting. [Refrain] 
 

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of Life!  
Life is naught without thee: aid us in our strife. 
Make us more than conqu'rors through thy deathless love. 
Bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above. [Refrain] 

  
  

Celebrant Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave birth, 
our light and our salvation.  Amen. 

 

Celebrant Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom  
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

A moment of silence for self-reflection 
 

Celebrant Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
People Gracious God, have mercy on us.   

We confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved  
our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry, and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways  
to the glory of your name.  Amen. 

 

Celebrant Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

People  And also with you. 
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.                    Lord, have mercy.   
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.    Lord, have mercy.   
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all,  
let us pray to the Lord.                   Lord, have mercy.   
For our holy house, and for all who offer their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
                 Lord, have mercy.   
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.                     Amen. 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.  
Worthy is Christ the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.  
Power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and blessing, and glory are his.  
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:  
Blessing, and honor, and glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.  
This is the feast of victory for our God. For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.  
Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Let us pray: O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: 
Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 

First Reading   Acts 3:12-19 
 

Peter addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as 
though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and 
rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. But you rejected the Holy and 
Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of life, whom God 
raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this 
man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health 
in the presence of all of you. 
“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this way God fulfilled 
what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn 
to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 
 

The Word of the Lord.        Thanks be to God.  
 
 

Psalm 4   Cum invocarem 
 

Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; * 
you set me free when I am hard-pressed; have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 
"You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; * 
how long will you worship dumb idols and run after false gods?" 
Know that the Lord does wonders for the faithful; * 
when I call upon the Lord, he will hear me. 
Tremble, then, and do not sin; * 
speak to your heart in silence upon your bed. 
Offer the appointed sacrifices * 
and put your trust in the Lord. 



3 
 

Many are saying, "Oh, that we might see better times!" * 
Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O Lord. 
You have put gladness in my heart, * 
more than when grain and wine and oil increase. 
I lie down in peace; at once I fall asleep; * 
for only you, Lord, make me dwell in safety. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and every shall be. World without end. Amen. 
 

 
Second Reading  1 John 3:1-7 
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. 
The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's children now; 
what we will be has not yet been revealed.  What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like 
him, for we will see him as he is.  And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness.  You know that he was revealed to 
take away sins, and in him there is no sin.  No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen 
him or known him.  Little children, let no one deceive you.  Everyone who does what is right is righteous, 
just as he is righteous. 
 

The Word of the Lord.        Thanks be to God.  
 
 

Gospel    Luke 24:36b-48 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus himself stood among the disciples and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They were startled and 
terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why 
do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; 
for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when he had said this, he showed 
them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, 
“Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their 
presence. 
Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything 
written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened 
their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to 
suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.       Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Sermon 
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Hymn   Lord of All Hopefulness  Choir of King’s College, Hymns from King’s 
 

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could destroy, 
Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 
 

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe, 
Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray, your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 
 

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace, 
Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 
 

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm, 
Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 
 

Nicene Creed   Said by all. 
  

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  
Through Him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit,  
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come  
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father  
and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 
  

Celebrant With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church,  
those in need, and all of God’s creation.  In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 
For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

For the peace and unity of the world; 
That a spirit of respect may grow among nations and peoples.  
 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

For all bishops and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
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For all who love and trust in God, that divisions may cease; 
And that all may be one, as you and the Father are one.   
 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

For wisdom in this time of pandemic; 
That our actions may protect the health of ourselves and others.  
 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
Silence. The People may add their own petitions. 
Hear us, Lord;        
For your mercy is great. 
 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.   Silence.  
We will exalt you, O God our King;     
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
Silence.   Lord, let your loving kindness be upon them.  
May they rest in your peace and love eternally. 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.      
Amen. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we pray together:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

We pray together for Christ’s presence: 
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the bread and wine.  
I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. 
Amen. 
 

Celebrant:  While we long to receive the sacrament of Christ's Body, 
People:       We become the sacrament of Christ's Body. 
Celebrant:  Let your lives be manna to feed our hunger for communion. 
People:       The love we share becomes bread for the world. 
 

Blessing  
 

May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the world;  
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be in you, among you,  
and remain with you always. Amen. 
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Closing Hymn       I Know that My Redeemer Lives!           King of Glory Lutheran Church, ELCA - Dallas, TX 
 

I know that my Redeemer lives!  What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 
He lives, he lives, who once was dead; he lives, my ever-living head! 
 

He lives to grant me rich supply; He lives to guide me with His eye, 
He lives to comfort me when faint; He lives to hear my soul's complaint. 
 
He lives to silence all my fears; He lives to wipe away my tears. 
He lives to calm my troubled heart; He lives all blessings to impart. 
 

He lives, all glory to his name! He lives, my Savior, still the same; 
what joy this blest assurance gives: I know that my Redeemer lives!   

 

Dismissal 
 

The Lord Bless You and Keep You  [Lutkin]      Acapeldridge 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord lift his countenance upon you and give you peace.  

The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

Amen…. 

 
 


