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Ante Communion Service:  January 16, 2022  Epiphany 2C 
 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stjohnswilliamsaz/ 

Website: www.stjohnswilliamsaz.org 

 
Hymn    Praise to the Lord, the Almighty     Acapeldridge 
 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation! 
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near; praise Him in glad adoration. 
 

Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things so wondrously reigneth, 
Shelters thee under His wings, yea, so gently sustaineth! 
Hast thou not seen how thy desires e'er have been granted in what He ordaineth? 
 

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee; 
Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee. 
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, if with His love He befriend thee. 
 

Praise to the Lord, O let all that is in me adore Him!  
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him. 
Let the Amen sound from His people again, gladly for aye we adore Him. 
 

Celebrant Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all 
creation. Amen.   

 

Celebrant Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom  
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 

  

A moment of silence for self-reflection 
 

Celebrant Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
People Gracious God, have mercy on us.   

We confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved  
our neighbors as ourselves; we have not loved all Creation with the love of the Creator. 
We are truly sorry, and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name.  Amen. 

 

Celebrant Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

People  And also with you. 
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.                    Lord, have mercy.   
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.   Lord, have mercy.   
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all,  
let us pray to the Lord.                   Lord, have mercy.   
For our holy house, and for all who offer their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
                 Lord, have mercy.   
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.                     Amen. 
 

Let us pray together:  Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world:  
Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance  
of Christ's glory, that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God,  
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

First Reading    Isaiah 62:1-5 
 

For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, 
until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. 
The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; 
and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give. 
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
You shall no more be termed Forsaken, and your land shall no more be termed Desolate; 
but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, and your land Married; 
for the Lord delights in you, and your land shall be married. 
For as a young man marries a young woman, so shall your builder marry you, 
and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.        Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 36:5-10   Dixit injustus 
 

Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens, * 
and your faithfulness to the clouds. 
Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, your justice like the great deep; * 
you save both man and beast, O Lord. 
How priceless is your love, O God! * 
your people take refuge under the shadow of your wings. 
They feast upon the abundance of your house; * 
you give them drink from the river of your delights. 
For with you is the well of life, * 
and in your light we see light. 
Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you, * 
and your favor to those who are true of heart. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit! 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. World without end. Amen.  
 

Second Reading  1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
 

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. You know that 
when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to idols that could not speak. Therefore I want 
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you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says "Let Jesus be cursed!" and no one 
can say "Jesus is Lord" except by the Holy Spirit. 
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; 
and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each 
is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is given through the Spirit the 
utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another 
faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, 
to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to 
another the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to 
each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 
 

The Word of the Lord.        Thanks be to God.  
 

Gospel    John 2:1-11 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and his 
disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, 
"They have no wine." And Jesus said to her, "Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour 
has not yet come." His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you." Now standing there were 
six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to 
them, "Fill the jars with water." And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, "Now draw some 
out, and take it to the chief steward." So they took it. When the steward tasted the water that had 
become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water 
knew), the steward called the bridegroom and said to him, "Everyone serves the good wine first, and then 
the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now." Jesus 
did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.       Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Sermon   
 

Hymn    Fairest Lord Jesus       Acapeldridge 
 

Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature, O thou of God and man the Son, 
Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor, thou, my soul's glory, joy, and crown. 
 

Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands, robed in the blooming garb of spring: 
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer who makes the woeful heart to sing. 

 

Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight, and all the twinkling starry host: 
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer than all the angels heaven can boast. 

 

Apostles’ Creed   Said by all. 
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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Prayers of the People 
  

Celebrant With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church,  
those in need, and all of God’s creation.  In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.  Silence 

 

For this community, the nation, and the world;      For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

For the peace and unity of the world;         That a spirit of respect may grow among nations and peoples.  
 

For the just and proper use of your creation;     For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

For all bishops and other ministers;         For all who serve God in his Church. 
 

For all who love and trust in God, that divisions may cease; 
        And that all may be one, as you and the Father are one.   

 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
     For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

 

For wisdom in this time of pandemic;     That our actions may protect the health of ourselves and others.  
 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
Silence. The People may add their own petitions. 
Hear us, Lord;       For your mercy is great. 
 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.   Silence.  
We will exalt you, O God our King;    And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
Silence.   Lord, let your loving kindness be upon them. May they rest in your peace eternally. 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.       Amen. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we pray together:  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

We pray together for Christ’s presence: 
 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the bread and wine.  
I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart. I embrace you  
and unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you.  Amen. 
 

Celebrant:  While we long to receive the sacrament of Christ's Body, 
People:       We become the sacrament of Christ's Body. 
Celebrant:  Let your lives be manna to feed our hunger for communion. 
People:       The love we share becomes bread for the world. 
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Blessing   May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the world;  
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be in you, and among you,  
and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 

Hymn    Leaning on the Everlasting Arms    Acapeldridge 
 

What a fellowship, what a joy divine, Leaning on the everlasting arms; 
What a blessedness, what a peace is mine, Leaning on the everlasting arms. 
 

Refrain:  Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms; 
Leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms. 
 

O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way, leaning on the everlasting arms; 
O how bright the path grows from day to day, leaning on the everlasting arms. [Refrain] 
 
What have I to dread, what have I to fear, leaning on the everlasting arms; 
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, leaning on the everlasting arms; [Refrain] 
 

Dismissal Go in peace and hope and joy to love and serve God’s creation. Alleluia. Alleluia.          
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.  

 

The Lord Bless You and Keep You  [Lutkin]       
 The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord lift his countenance upon you and give you peace.  

The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  Amen….  


