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Ante Communion Service:  February 13, 2022  Epiphany 6C 
 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stjohnswilliamsaz/ 

Website: www.stjohnswilliamsaz.org 
 

Celebrant Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all 
creation. Amen.   

 

Celebrant Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom  
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 

  

A moment of silence for self-reflection 
 

Celebrant Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
People Gracious God, have mercy on us.   

We confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved  
our neighbors as ourselves; we have not loved all Creation with the love of the Creator. 
We are truly sorry, and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name.  Amen. 

 

Celebrant Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

People  And also with you. 
 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.                    Lord, have mercy.   
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.   Lord, have mercy.   
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all,  
let us pray to the Lord.                   Lord, have mercy.   
For our holy house, and for all who offer their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
                 Lord, have mercy.   
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.                     Amen. 
 

Let us pray together:  O God, the strength of all who put their trust in you: Mercifully accept our 
prayers; and because in our weakness we can do nothing good without you, give us the help of your 
grace, that in keeping your commandments we may please you both in will and deed; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

First Reading    Jeremiah 17:5-10 
 

Thus says the Lord: Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make mere flesh their strength, 
whose hearts turn away from the Lord.  
They shall be like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see when relief comes. 
They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land. 
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Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. 
They shall be like a tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. 
It shall not fear when heat comes, and its leaves shall stay green; 
in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it does not cease to bear fruit. 
The heart is devious above all else; it is perverse--who can understand it? 
I the Lord test the mind and search the heart, 
to give to all according to their ways, according to the fruit of their doings. 
 

The Word of the Lord.        Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 1   Beatus vir qui non abiit 
 

Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, * 
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
Their delight is in the law of the Lord, * 
and they meditate on his law day and night. 
They are like trees planted by streams of water,  
     bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; * 
everything they do shall prosper. 
It is not so with the wicked; * 
they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, * 
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, * 
but the way of the wicked is doomed. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit! 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. World without end. Amen.  
 

Second Reading  1 Corinthians 15:12-20 
 

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is no resurrection of 
the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; and if Christ has not 
been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain. We are even found 
to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised Christ--whom he did not raise if it 
is true that the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. If 
Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile, and you are still in your sins. Then those also who have died 
in Christ have perished. If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.  
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. 
 

The Word of the Lord.        Thanks be to God.  
 

Gospel    Luke 6:17-26 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus came down with the twelve apostles and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his disciples 
and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon.  
They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled  
with unclean spirits were cured. And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for power came out  
from him and healed all of them.  Then he looked up at his disciples and said: 
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“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 
“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. 
“Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 
“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on 
account of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; 
for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets." 
"But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. 
"Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry. 
"Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep. 
"Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false prophets." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.       Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Sermon 
Hymn    Be Still My Soul 
 

Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy side; bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 
leave to thy God to order and provide; in ev'ry change He faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul: thy best, thy heav'nly Friend thro' thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 
 

Be still, my soul: thy God doth undertake to guide the future as He has the past. 
Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shake; all now mysterious shall be bright at last. 
Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know His voice, who ruled them while He dwelt below. 
 

Be still, my soul: the hour is hast'ning on when we shall be forever with the Lord, 
when disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, sorrow forgot, love's purest joys restored. 
Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past, all safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 
 

Apostles’ Creed   Said by all. 
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 
  

Celebrant With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church,  
those in need, and all of God’s creation.  In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.  Silence 

 

For this community, the nation, and the world;      For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

For the peace and unity of the world;         That a spirit of respect may grow among nations and peoples.  
 

For the just and proper use of your creation;     For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

For all bishops and other ministers;         For all who serve God in his Church. 
 

For all who love and trust in God, that divisions may cease; 
      And that all may be one, as you and the Father are one.   
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For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
    For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

 

For wisdom in this time of pandemic;   That our actions may protect the health of ourselves and others.  
 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
Silence. The People may add their own petitions. 
Hear us, Lord;       For your mercy is great. 
 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.   Silence.  
We will exalt you, O God our King;    And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
Silence.   Lord, let your loving kindness be upon them. May they rest in your peace eternally. 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.       Amen. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we pray together:  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

\We pray together for Christ’s presence: 
 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the bread and wine.  
I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart. I embrace you  
and unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you.  Amen. 
 

Celebrant:  While we long to receive the sacrament of Christ's Body, 
People:       We become the sacrament of Christ's Body. 
Celebrant:  Let your lives be manna to feed our hunger for communion. 
People:       The love we share becomes bread for the world. 
 

Blessing   May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the world;  
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be in you, and among you,  
and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 

Dismissal Go in peace and hope and joy to love and serve God’s creation. Alleluia. Alleluia.          
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.  

 

The Lord Bless You and Keep You  [Lutkin]       
 The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord lift his countenance upon you and give you peace.  

The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  Amen….  


