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Ante Communion Service:  January 1, 2023 
Feast of the Holy Name 

 
 

Hymn   All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 
 

1 All hail the power of Jesus' name! Let angels prostrate fall. 
Bring forth the royal diadem, and crown him Lord of all. [x2] 
 

2 Ye chosen seed of Israel's race ye ransomed from the fall, 
hail him who saves you by his grace, and crown him Lord of all. [x2] 
 

3 Let every kindred every tribe on his celestial ball, 
to him all majesty ascribe, and crown him Lord of all. [x2] 
 

4 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng we at his feet may fall! 
We'll join the everlasting song and praise him Lord of all. [x2] 

 
Celebrant Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave birth, 

our light and our salvation.  Amen. 

Celebrant Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom  
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

A moment of silence for self-reflection 
 

Celebrant Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

People God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you,  
opposing your will in our lives.  
We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves,  
and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us,  
the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.  
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ,  
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 
 

Celebrant Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen. 

 
Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.       And also with you. 
 
Let us pray:    Eternal Father, you gave to your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be the sign of  
our salvation: Plant in every heart, we pray, the love of him who is the Savior of the world, our Lord 
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
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First Reading   Numbers 6:22-27 
 

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying,  
Thus you shall bless the Israelites: You shall say to them, The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 
So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them. 
 

The Word of the Lord.        Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 8   Domine, Dominus noster 
 

1 O Lord our Governor, * 
how exalted is your Name in all the world! 
2 Out of the mouths of infants and children * 
your majesty is praised above the heavens. 
3 You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries, * 
to quell the enemy and the avenger. 
4 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, * 
the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 
5 What is man that you should be mindful of him? * 
the son of man that you should seek him out? 
6 You have made him but little lower than the angels; * 
you adorn him with glory and honor; 
7 You give him mastery over the works of your hands; * 
you put all things under his feet: 
8 All sheep and oxen, * 
even the wild beasts of the field, 
9 The birds of the air, the fish of the sea, * 
and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea. 
10 O Lord our Governor, * 
how exalted is your Name in all the world! 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. World without end. Amen. 
 
Second Reading  Philippians 2:5-11 
 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 
but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death-- 
even death on a cross. 
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

The Word of the Lord.        Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel    Luke 2:15-21 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us."  
So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them  
in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen,  
as it had been told them. After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child;  
and he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.       Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 

Hymn   Jesus, Name Above All Names 

Jesus name above all names, beautiful savior, glorious Lord 
Emmanuel God is with us, blessed redeemer, living word 
 

Jesus Lord God Almighty, wonderful counselor, light of the world 
The prince of peace, hope of glory, man of sorrow, lamb of God 

 
Nicene Creed   Said by all. 
  

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  
Through Him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit,  
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come  
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father  
and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 
Prayers of the People 
  

Let us pray to God, who came among us in the birth of Jesus: 
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Gracious God, as a star rose, and drew people from great distances to Bethlehem that they might greet 
the Christ-child; draw us, your church, and all of your people to you – that we might be the church and the 
people who you call us to be.   Lord, in your mercy,   Hear our prayer. 
 

As you gave Mary your Holy Spirit, filling her with the delight of your presence; fill us with your Spirit,  
and renew our lives.  Lord, in your mercy,      Hear our prayer. 
 

As Gentiles streamed to Jesus’ light, and kings to the brightness of his rising; Draw our nation, our 
president, and all in authority, to his brightness.  Lord, in your mercy,  Hear our prayer. 
 

As angels sang ‘glorias’ to you and proclaimed peace on earth, and goodwill among all peoples;  
bring us your peace, and bring an end to and terror and strife.  
Lord, in your mercy,         Hear our prayer. 
 

As Jesus was born in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn;  be especially present 
with those who have nowhere to lay their head, those who are vulnerable, and those who are hungry.  
Lord, in your mercy,         Hear our prayer. 
 

As your son came to proclaim the forgiveness of sins, and the gift of life eternal;  
give to the departed eternal rest and let light perpetual shine on them.  
Lord, in your mercy,         Hear our prayer. 
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
For those who are sick, especially ___________. 
For those who have died especially ___________. 
 
Celebrant:   O Lord our God, may the light and hope of your Son’s incarnation,  
reassure our hearts that you are among us, that you hear our prayer, and that you will be with us always, 
even to the end of the age.  In the name of Jesus our Christ we pray.     Amen. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we pray together:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

We pray together for Christ’s presence: 
 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the bread and wine.  
I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. 
Amen. 
 

 
Celebrant:  While we long to receive the sacrament of Christ's Body, 
People:       We become the sacrament of Christ's Body. 
Celebrant:  Let your lives be manna to feed our hunger for communion. 
People:       The love we share becomes bread for the world. 
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Blessing  
 

May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one, things earthly and heavenly, fill you with his joy and 
peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be in you, among you, 
and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Dismissal 
 Go in peace and hope and joy to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!  
 
The Lord Bless You and Keep You [Lutkin]      Acapeldridge 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord lift his countenance upon you and give you peace.  

The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  Amen…. 
 


