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Antecommunion Service:  March 5, 2023 Lent 2A 
 

 

The love of God poured into our hearts, the saving grace of Jesus Christ, and the abundant life  

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  Amen. 
 

God of mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live  

for you alone.  Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

 receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

A moment of silence for self-reflection 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives.  

We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created.  

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.  

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your 

love and serve only your will. Amen. 
  

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness.  

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

Kyrie:   said together 

Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy. 
 

Let us pray together:   O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone 

astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and 

hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit 

lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

First Reading   Genesis 12:1-4a 
 

The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land  

that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great,  

so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse;  

and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. 
 

The Word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 121  Levavi oculos 
 

1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; * 

from where is my help to come? 

2 My help comes from the Lord, * 

the maker of heaven and earth. 

3 He will not let your foot be moved * 

and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 

4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 

shall neither slumber nor sleep; 

5 The Lord himself watches over you; * 

the Lord is your shade at your right hand, 

6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 

nor the moon by night. 

7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; * 

it is he who shall keep you safe. 

8 The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in, * 

from this time forth for evermore. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and every shall be. World without end. Amen. 

 

Second Reading  Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
 

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? For if Abraham was 

justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the scripture say? 

“Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now to one who works, wages are 

not reckoned as a gift but as something due. But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the 

ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through 

the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, 

faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there 

violation. 

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all 

his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham 

(for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”) —in the 

presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things 

that do not exist. 
 

The Word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel    John 3:1-17 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to him, 

“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs  

that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see 

the kingdom of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone  

be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 

Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water 

and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished 

that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the 

sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born 

of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher 

of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 

“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive 

our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell 

you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from 

heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 

Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 

perish but may have eternal life. 

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 

might be saved through him.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.       Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Sermon 

 

Hymn   Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus 
 

1 'Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus, and to take him at his word; 
just to rest upon his promise, and to know, "Thus saith the Lord." 
 

Refrain:  Jesus, Jesus, how I trust him! How I've proved him o'er and o'er! 
Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus! O for grace to trust him more! 

 

2 O how sweet to trust in Jesus, just to trust his cleansing blood; 
and in simple faith to plunge me, neath the healing, cleansing flood! [Refrain] 

 

3 Yes, 'tis sweet to trust in Jesus, just from sin and self to cease; 
just from Jesus simply taking, life and rest, and joy and peace. [Refrain] 

  

4 I'm so glad I learned to trust him, Precious Jesus, Savior, Friend; 
And I know that he is with me, will be with me to the end. [Refrain] 
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Nicene Creed   Said by all. 
  

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.   

Through Him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit,  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 
  

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need,  

and all of God’s creation.  In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.   
 

For this community, the nation, and the world;   

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

For the peace and unity of the world;  

That a spirit of respect may grow among nations and peoples.  
 

For all who love and trust in God, that divisions may cease; 

And that all may be one, as you and the Father are one.   
 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 

That we may treat your creation with the love of the Creator.  
 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble. 

People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.  The People may add their own petitions. 

Hear us, Lord;       For your mercy is great. 
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We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.   Silence.  

We will exalt you, O God our King;    And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.  Silence.    

Lord, let your loving kindness be upon them.  May they rest in your peace eternally. 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.       Amen. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we pray together:  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our sin, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

We pray together for Christ’s presence: 
 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the bread and wine.  

I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul.  

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart. I embrace you  

and unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you.  Amen. 
 

Celebrant:  While we long to receive the sacrament of Christ's Body, 

People:       We become the sacrament of Christ's Body. 

Celebrant:  Let your lives be manna to feed our hunger for communion. 

People:       The love we share becomes bread for the world. 
 

Blessing    
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon you with love and give you peace. Amen.  

 

Dismissal            Go in peace.  Christ is with you.    Thanks be to God.  

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord lift his countenance upon you and give you peace.  

The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  Amen.  

 


