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Ante Communion Service:  June 18, 2023:  Proper 6A 

 

Celebrant:  Blessed be the one, holy and living God!   

People:       Glory to God for ever and ever!  
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:  

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you  

and worthily magnify your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

A moment of silence for self-reflection 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives.  

We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created.  

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.  

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ,  

that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness.  

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen. 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

Let us pray together:  Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love,  

that through your grace we may proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with 

compassion; for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

First Reading   Exodus 19:2-8a 
 

The Israelites had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the 

wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain. Then Moses went up to God; the Lord called  

to him from the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the Israelites: You 

have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 

Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out  

of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy 

nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the Israelites.” 

So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these words that the Lord 

had commanded him. The people all answered as one: “Everything that the Lord has spoken we will do.” 
 

The Word of the Lord.        Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 100  Jubilate Deo 
 

1 Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 

serve the Lord with gladness and come before his presence with a song. 

2 Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 

he himself has made us, and we are his; we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

3 Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise; * 

give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 

4 For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; * 

and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. World without end. Amen. 

 

Second Reading  Romans 5:1-8 
 

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 

have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of 

God. And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 

and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, 

because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. For 

while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a 

righteous person-- though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. But God proves 

his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 
 

The Word of the Lord.        Thanks be to God.  

 

Gospel    Matthew 9:35-10:8-23 
 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  

People:       Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the good news 

of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had 

compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he 

said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the 

harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 
 

Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, 

and to cure every disease and every sickness. These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, 

also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and 

Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the 

Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 
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These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter 

no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you go, proclaim the 

good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast 

out demons. You received without payment; give without payment.  Take no gold, or silver, or copper in 

your belts, no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for laborers deserve their food. 

Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. As you 

enter the house, greet it. If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let 

your peace return to you. If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from 

your feet as you leave that house or town. Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom 

and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town. 
 

“See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents and innocent as 

doves. Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog you in their synagogues; and you 

will be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the Gentiles. 

When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say; for what you 

are to say will be given to you at that time; for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father 

speaking through you. Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child, and children will rise 

against parents and have them put to death; and you will be hated by all because of my name. But the 

one who endures to the end will be saved. When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next; for 

truly I tell you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.       Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 

Hymn   All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 
 

1 All hail the power of Jesus' name! Let angels prostrate fall. 
Bring forth the royal diadem, and crown him Lord of all. [x2] 
 

2 Ye chosen seed of Israel's race ye ransomed from the fall, 
hail him who saves you by his grace, and crown him Lord of all. [x2] 
 

3 Let every kindred every tribe on his celestial ball, 
to him all majesty ascribe, and crown him Lord of all. [x2] 
 

4 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng we at his feet may fall! 
We'll join the everlasting song and praise him Lord of all. [x2]  
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Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 

    He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

    the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins 

    the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church,  

those in need, and all of God’s creation.  In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.   Silence 
 

For this community, the nation, and the world;  

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

For the peace and unity of the world;  

That a spirit of respect may grow among nations and peoples.  
 

For all who love and trust in God, that divisions may cease; 

And that all may be one, as you and the Father are one.   
 

For the just and proper use of your creation;  

That we may treat your creation with the love of the Creator.  
 

We honor and pray for our Indigenous neighbors.  

That we may dwell together in respectful harmony.  
 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;  

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

Silence.  Hear us, Lord;    For your mercy is great. 
 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.   Silence.  

We will exalt you, O God our King;   And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. Silence.    

Lord, let your loving kindness be upon them. May they rest in your peace eternally. 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we pray together:  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

We pray together for Christ’s presence: 
 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the bread and wine.  

I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul.  

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. 

Amen. 
 

Celebrant:  While we long to receive the sacrament of Christ's Body, 

People:       We become the sacrament of Christ's Body. 

Celebrant:  Let your lives be manna to feed our hunger for communion. 

People:       The love we share becomes bread for the world. 
 

Blessing   May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the world;  

and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be in you, among you,  

and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Dismissal    Go in peace and hope and joy to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia! 

              Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!  

 

The Lord Bless You and Keep You [Lutkin]      Acapeldridge 


