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Ante Communion Service:  September 3, 2023:  Proper 17A 
Season of Creation 

 
Celebrant:  Blessed be the One who creates all things. 
People:       The Holy One’s love is new every morning. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:  
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you  
and worthily magnify your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

A moment of silence for self-reflection 
 

Let us confess our sin against God and God’s creation.  
 

Holy and merciful God, we confess that we have failed to honor you 
by rightly claiming our kinship with all your creatures. 
We have walked heavily on your earth, overused and wasted its resources, 
taken for granted its beauty and abundance, and treated its inhabitants unjustly, 
holding future generations hostage to our greed. 
Have mercy on us and forgive us our sin. 
Renew in us the resolve to keep and conserve your earth as you desire and intend, 
with grateful and compassionate hearts, through your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness.  
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

Let us pray together:  Lord of all love and glory, the author and giver of all good things:  
Graft in our hearts the love of your Creation; increase in all true unity; nourish the world  
with all goodness; and bring forth the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ the Wisdom of Creation, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
First Reading   Jeremiah 15:15-21 
 

O Lord, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors. 
In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your account I suffer insult. 
Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart; 
for I am called by your name, O Lord, God of hosts. 
I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; 
under the weight of your hand I sat alone, for you had filled me with indignation. 
Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? 
Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail. 
 

Therefore, thus says the Lord: If you turn back, I will take you back, and you shall stand before me. 
If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall serve as my mouth. 
It is they who will turn to you, not you who will turn to them. 
And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze;  they will fight against you,  
but they shall not prevail over you, for I am with you to save you and deliver you, says the Lord. 
I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 
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The Word of the Lord.        Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 26:1-8   Judica me, Domine 
 

1 Give judgment for me, O Lord, for I have lived with integrity; * 
I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered. 
2 Test me, O Lord, and try me; * 
examine my heart and my mind. 
3 For your love is before my eyes; * 
I have walked faithfully with you. 
4 I have not sat with the worthless, * 
nor do I consort with the deceitful. 
5 I have hated the company of evildoers; * 
I will not sit down with the wicked. 
6 I will wash my hands in innocence, O Lord, * 
that I may go in procession round your altar, 
7 Singing aloud a song of thanksgiving * 
and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 
8 Lord, I love the house in which you dwell * 
and the place where your glory abides. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. World without end. Amen. 
 
Second Reading   Romans 12:9-21 
 

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; 
outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.  
Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints;  
extend hospitality to strangers. 
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice,  
weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate  
with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil,  
but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you,  
live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God;  
for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” No, “if your enemies are hungry,  
feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals 
on their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 

The Word of the Lord.        Thanks be to God.  
 

Gospel    Matthew 16:21-28 
 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
People:       Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering  
at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.  
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord!  
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This must never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan!  
You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves  
and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it,  
and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them  
if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 
“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone 
for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death  
before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.       Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 
Hymn  Fairest Lord Jesus 
 

1 Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature, O thou of God and man the Son,  
Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor, thou, my soul's glory, joy, and crown. 
 

2 Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands, robed in the blooming garb of spring: 
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, who makes the woeful heart to sing. 
 

3 Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight, and all the twinkling starry host: 
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer, than all the angels heaven can boast. 

 
Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 
 

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church,  
those in need, and all of God’s creation.  In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.   Silence 
 

For this community, the nation, and the world;  
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

For the peace and unity of the world;  
That a spirit of respect may grow among nations and peoples.  
 

For all who love and trust in God, that divisions may cease; 
And that all may be one, as you and the Father are one.   
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For the just and proper use of your creation;  
That we may treat your creation with the love of the Creator.  
 

We honor and pray for our Indigenous neighbors.  
That we may dwell together in respectful harmony.  
 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;  
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
Silence.  Hear us, Lord;    For your mercy is great. 
 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.   Silence.  
We will exalt you, O God our King;   And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. Silence.    
Lord, let your loving kindness be upon them. May they rest in your peace eternally. 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we pray together:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

We pray together for Christ’s presence: 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the bread and wine.  
I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. 
Amen. 

 

Celebrant:  While we long to receive the sacrament of Christ's Body, 
People:       We become the sacrament of Christ's Body. 
Celebrant:  Let your lives be manna to feed our hunger for communion. 
People:       The love we share becomes bread for the world. 
 

Blessing   May the God of all creation bless you and keep you.   
     May the God of all people bless your dedication to care for the poor.   
     May the God whose glory fills the world bless your commitment to serve Earth.  
     May the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
     be in you, among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

Dismissal    Go in peace and hope and joy to love and serve God’s creation. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
              Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!  
 

The Lord Bless You and Keep You [Lutkin]      Acapeldridge 


