Holy Eucharist: Ordinary Time, Proper 14B
August 11, 2024 – 10:30 AM

Announcements
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Prelude – My Lord, What a Morning (BURLEIGH), African American Spiritual, arr. David von Kampen

Ringing of the church bells.

Please stand as you are able.

Hymn #526 God Is Here! ELCA Worship Hymnal (bright red)

Celebrant: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
People: Amen.

Confession

Celebrant: Let us open our hearts and minds to the truth of our lives, and let us offer that truth to God.

A moment of silence for self-reflection and confession.

People: Gracious God, source of all life, Lord of mercy and grace, hear our prayer.  You call us to a reconciled life, to a wholeness with each other, with you, and with your creation.  
We come before you in love and trust, seeking healing of all that keeps us distant from you. 
We pray that you will guide us in the footsteps of Christ, strengthen us, heal us, and that you will heal our world, so that we will be freed to serve and love and dream and be, as Christ calls us. Amen.

Celebrant:  Sisters and brothers in Christ, let us proclaim the Good
News: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, reconciled, loved, and healed. 
People: Amen.

Celebrant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.		
People: And also with you.

[bookmark: _Hlk110416906]Song of Praise --This is the Day, sung by all 

This is the day, this is the day that our God has made,
 that our God has made;
We will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it, 
and be glad in it. 
This is the day that our God has made, 
we will rejoice and be glad in it;
This is the day, this is the day that our God has made. 

Celebrant: Let us pray together:  

O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your holy Name,  for you never fail to help and govern those whom you have set upon the sure foundation  of your loving-kindness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you  and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated.

First Reading	2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33

The king ordered Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, “Deal gently for my sake with the young man Absalom.” And all the people heard when the king gave orders to all the commanders concerning Absalom. So the army went out into the field against Israel; and the battle was fought in the forest of Ephraim. The men of Israel were defeated there by the servants of David, and the slaughter there was great on that day, twenty thousand men. The battle spread over the face of all the country; and the forest claimed more victims that day than the sword.
Absalom happened to meet the servants of David. Absalom was riding on his mule, and the mule went under the thick branches of a great oak. His head caught fast in the oak, and he was left hanging between heaven and earth, while the mule that was under him went on. And ten young men, Joab’s armor-bearers, surrounded Absalom and struck him, and killed him. Then the Cushite came; and the Cushite said, “Good tidings for my lord the king! For the Lord has vindicated you this day, delivering you from the power of all who rose up against you.” The king said to the Cushite, “Is it well with the young man Absalom?” The Cushite answered, “May the enemies of my lord the king, and all who rise up to do you harm, be like that young man.” The king was deeply moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept; and as he went, he said, “O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would I had died instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my son!”
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 		
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 130  (read responsively)

Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lord;
   Lord, hear my voice; *
       let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.
If you, Lord, were to note what is done amiss, *
       O Lord, who could stand?
For there is forgiveness with you; *
       therefore you shall be feared.
I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; *
       in his word is my hope.
My soul waits for the Lord,
   more than watchmen for the morning, *
       more than watchmen for the morning.
O Israel, wait for the Lord, *
           for with the Lord there is mercy;
With him there is plenteous redemption, *
       and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins.

             Reader: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
             People: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be.   World
             without end. Amen.

                                 
Second Reading   Ephesians 4:25-5:2

So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we are members of one another. Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and do not make room for the devil. Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them labor and work honestly with their own hands, so as to have something to share with the needy. Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a seal for the day of redemption. Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you.
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able.

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.                                                                                                       
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.    

Gospel	   John 6:35, 41-51

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” Jesus answered them, “Do not complain among yourselves. No one can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and I will raise that person up on the last day.  It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me. Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from God; he has seen the Father. Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life.  I am the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 
This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”

Celebrant: The Gospel of our Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.    
                                                   
Please be seated.

Sermon  

Please stand as you are able.

Sermon Hymn #800 – Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart, ELCA Worship Hymnal (bright red)
				
Nicene Creed 		Said by all.

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty,                                                              
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.         
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made,                                     
of one being with the Father.  
Through Him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit,
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come in glory to judge the living and the dead,                            
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.	
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
  
Celebrant: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray 
for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.  

Reader: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Reader: For this community, the nation, and the world;
People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
  
Reader: For the peace and unity of the world;
People: That a spirit of respect may grow among nations and peoples. 

Reader: For all who love and trust in God, that divisions may cease;
People: And that all may be one, as you and the Father are one.     
    
Reader: For the just and proper use of your creation;
People: That we may treat your creation with the love of the Creator. 

Reader: We honor and pray for our Indigenous neighbors. 
People: That we may dwell together in respectful harmony. 

Reader: For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble. 
People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
                                                                                                           
Reader: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
Silence. The People may add their own petitions.                                       
Reader: Hear us, Lord;					
People: For your mercy is great.

Reader: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence. The People may add their own thanksgivings.                  
Reader: We will exalt you, O God our King;	                                 	
People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.

Reader: We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
Silence. The People may add their own petitions.                                 
Reader: Lord, let your loving kindness be upon them.	
People: May they rest in your peace eternally.

Reader: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom 
we pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.       
People: Amen.

Passing of the Peace

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.                             
People: And also with you.  

You may be seated.

Offertory

Celebrant: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.    
                                                                   
An Usher will come forward and receive the offering plate.  The offering will be collected during the Communion Hymn. You may remain seated.   
                                                                                                     
Communion Hymn #471 – Let Us Break Bread Together, ELCA Worship Hymnal (bright red)

Please stand as you are able.

 Doxology, sung together      

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;	
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God, above the heavenly host;
[bookmark: _Hlk101291060]Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Holy Communion

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.                                                  
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Celebrant:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus:  sung by all, Episcopal Hymnal #S130

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.                                    
Hosanna in the highest.   
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrant:  O God most mighty, O God most merciful, O God our rock and our salvation, hear us as we praise, call us to your table, grant us your life. When the world was a formless void, you formed order and Beauty. You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. He was born among the poor, he lived under oppression, he wept over the city. With infinite love, he granted the people your life. 

Celebrant: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Celebrant: After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Celebrant: Remembering his death, we cry out Amen.   	
People: Amen. 
Celebrant: Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen.  	
People: Amen.  
Celebrant: Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. 
People: Amen. 

                                                                                                                                                                                              
Celebrant: O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. 
O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself.                                    
O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one. 
O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.  
O God most majestic, O God most motherly, O God our strength and our song, you show us a vision of a tree of life with fruits for all leaves that heal the nations. Grant us such life, the life of the Father to the Son, the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, life in you, now and forever.              
People: Amen. 

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we pray together: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

Celebrant: We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 
People: We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 

All persons are invited to come forward and receive the Holy Communion with us.
 As always, we receive the bread, and we offer the one cup.  
For Episcopalians, we also offer intinction of the wafer in the cup.
As is a custom for Lutherans, we offer small glasses of wine.
We also offer small glasses of grape juice.

Communion Music – My Heart Is Ever Faithful, J. S. Bach, arr. John W. Schaum

Please stand as you are able.
Celebrant:  Let us pray together.

All: O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us
with the body and blood of your Son.  Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the
world, that more and more we will give you praise and serve your earth and its
many peoples, through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

Blessing 

Celebrant:  May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the world; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be in you, among you, and remain with you always. 
People:  Amen.     
                                                                                        
Hymn #618 – Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer, ELCA Worship Hymnal (bright red)

Dismissal

Celebrant:  Go in peace and hope and joy to love and serve the Lord. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!


The Lord Bless You and Keep You, sung by all					
The Lord bless you and keep you.                                                                                                                              
Lord lift his countenance upon you 
and give you peace. 
The Lord make his face to shine upon you
 and be gracious unto you.  Amen. 

Postlude – Cantad al Señor, O Sing to the Lord, Brazilian, arr. Valerie A. Floeter


Please join us after the service in Walker Hall for coffee, tea, 
Ice water, and treats!
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“God doesn’t love you because you are good.
God loves you because God is good.”

Richard Rohr
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